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Ioannina, Greece 
The town Michael and his family lived



Michael Matsas and his 
family pictured 1945



Leon Matsas 1920
Michael Matsas father while serving in the Greek army



NOW



With Grandparents in 
Albania

Gracia 
Kohen



German archival photos of the arrest 
and deportation of the Jewish 

community in Ioannina, Greece. 
March 1944



—Michael Matsas

“I recognize the following family 
members: My cousin Sam Meyer (1), 

my uncle Dr. Nissim Samuel (2), 
great-uncle Eliasaf Matsas (3), and 

Michael Matsas (4).  



Uncle lost to 
Germans

Michael 
Matsas



Aunt and Uncle 
both killed by 

Germans

Eftyhia
Dr. Nissim 

Samuel



Aunt of 
Michael

Annetta

Emilia

Eliasaf
Beloved 
Aunt and 

Uncle



My family while I was 
serving in the Military 

Academy of Athens 
1956

Esther

Leon

Michael

Ninetta

In Chios during 
infantry officers 

training



Graduation as a 
Dentist from 

University of Athens

Michael

On board the “Saturria”. 
Arrival in NYC with Greek 

Immigrants. I am first on the 
Right 1956.



Travels back to 
Greece Michael and 

daughters in 1976

Dr. Papatheodorou and his 
wife with Michael’s Family  

1976



Travels 
back to 
Greece

Michael’s sister Ninetta in 
front of the psilovrahos 
home during her 1991 visit



Holocaust Memorial 
in Corfu, Greece



Interested in 
Reading more?

Head to Amazon!

The Illusion of Safety 
The Story of the Greek 

Jews During the Second 
World War
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