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THE ILLUSION OF
SAFETY

Michael Matsas
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THE ILLUSION
OF SAFETY
Michael Matsas
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IOANNINA, GREECE
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LEON MATSAS 1920

Michael Matsas father while serving in the Greek army
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Iy grandparents Naoum and Sarina Matsas (seated) with their children
i bannina, 1920. [Standing from left to right: Eliasaf, Leon (author’s
; fither), Raphael, Rosina, Yeshua, Elias and Michael. Seated in front:
M [checca.] This photo was found in the street after their house was looted
Wing WW2. Elias died before the war from illness. Michael survived

ﬁ;jibwz Rebpp’ca was living in Egypt during the war ?Hd then moved to

“in the 1950%s. Leon survived in the free mountamns. All the others

Were
m .
Wdered by the Germans.
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With Grandpa’reh‘t; |n
Albania
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German archival photos of the arrest
and deportation of the Jewish
community in loannina, Greece.
March 1944
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“| recognize the following family
members: My cousin Sam Meyer (1),
my uncle Dr. Nissim Samuel (2),

great-uncle Eliasaf Matsas(3), and
Michael Matsas (4).

—MICHAEL MATSAS
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MICHAEL
MATSAS
Germans

Uncle lost to
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Aunt and Uncle
both killed by
Germans
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ESTHER

My family while | was

serving in the Military

Academy of Athens
1956

In Chios during
infantry officers
training

- | -
. 4 "
a v 2
y
o (o -
) -
5 i fk N\
) i, R | \
- e ¢ L]
e .
N » ~
b eid VX ¢
3 A y
3 8 74 - —
o | \f € .
P P : e 3
- 4 =/ F
¥ CYNRARA & (A ¥
) !
i ' 1
* i<

EREREEREE

RO

[EEIE




R R R RN

', 3\ U”

g MICHAEL % 'H
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3

Graduation as a
Dentist from
University of Athens

On board the “Saturria”.
Arrival in NYC with Greek
mmigrants. | am first on the
Right 1956.
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DAUGHTERS IN 1976
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TRAVELS
BACK TO
GREECE

MICHAEL'S SISTER NINETTA IN
FRONT OF THE PSILOVRAHOS §
HOME DURING HER 1991 VISIT |
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL

IN CORFU, GREECE



INTERESTED IN
READING MORE? a

THE ILLUSION OF SAFETY
he Story of the Greek Jews

Head to Amazon!

The lllusion of Safety

The Story of the Greek —— i

Jews During the Second
World War
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Matsas, M. (2021). The lllusion of Safety : The Story of the Greek Jews During the Second World War. Potomac,
Maryland: Vrahori Books.



